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About the Holocaust Educational Trust
The Holocaust Educational Trust was founded in 1988 during the passage of the War Crimes Act. Our aim is to raise awareness and understanding in schools and amongst the wider public of the Holocaust and its relevance today. We believe that the Holocaust must have a permanent place in our nation’s collective memory.
One of the Trust’s earliest achievements was to ensure that the Holocaust was included in the National Curriculum for England in 1991 – for Key Stage 3 students (11-14 year olds). The Holocaust has remained on the National Curriculum since then. We also successfully campaigned to have the assets of Holocaust victims and survivors released and returned to their rightful owners in the late 1990s.
Since 1999 the Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project has given thousands of post-16 students and teachers the opportunity to visit the Nazi concentration and death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau as part of a four-part educational programme. Since 2006 the Project has received Government funding.
In 2010 the Government issued a new award to recognise the British men and women who came to the aid of Jewish people and other persecuted groups during the Holocaust – as a direct result of an initiative by the Trust to raise their profile and secure formal recognition for them.
At the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Appeal Dinner in September 2013, the Prime Minister announced the establishment of a national Holocaust Commission to establish what further measures should be taken to ensure a lasting memorial to the Holocaust in this country. In January 2015, the Prime Minister, with cross-party support, endorsed the recommendations of the Commission, which will include a striking new national memorial and accompanying learning centre by 2020.  
In January 2015, the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced that the Royal Mint has commissioned a special commemorative medal to mark 70 years since the end of the Holocaust, an initiative of the Holocaust Educational Trust.
In 2018, we celebrated our 30th Anniversary and ran our 200th Lessons from Auschwitz visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. We have now taken over 37,500 students and teachers on our ground-breaking Lessons from Auschwitz Project and each year up to 120,000 students have heard from a Holocaust survivor through our Outreach Programme.  
We work in schools, colleges and higher education institutions, providing teacher training workshops and lectures, as well as teaching aids and resource materials. 
Our activities include:

The Outreach Programme: A central part of our work, the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Outreach Programme allows students and teachers the opportunity to hear survivor testimony firsthand and take part in focused workshops designed and delivered by our trained educators. The Programme is free of charge, and over 100,000 students a year take part. 

Each year to mark Holocaust Memorial Day, the Trust hosts a live survivor webcast as part of the Outreach Programme. This allows thousands of students to hear from a survivor at this important time of year.

Lessons from Auschwitz Project: The Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project for post-16 students and teachers is now in its eighteenth year and has taken over 37,500 students and teachers from across the UK to the Nazi concentration and death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau, as well as many MPs and other guests. The four-part course is open to two students from every school and college in England, Scotland and Wales, and incorporates a one day visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. The visits, combined with Orientation and Follow-up seminars, leave an unforgettable emotional and educational mark on participants. The Project aims to increase knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust based on the premise that ‘hearing is not like seeing’ and to signal what can happen if prejudice and racism become acceptable.
Ambassador Programme: Following on from their involvement in the Lessons from Auschwitz Project, participants become Holocaust Educational Trust Ambassadors – people who are committed to educating others about the Holocaust and its contemporary relevance.  Ambassadors have been invested with the responsibility for delivering a powerful message about what happened during the Holocaust to their peers and wider communities. To mark our 25th anniversary in 2013, we appointed Regional Ambassadors, who have all shown outstanding commitment to ensuring that the lessons of the Holocaust are not forgotten – their role is to coordinate and encourage the work of Ambassadors in their area.  We now work with 89 Regional Ambassadors representing every region in the UK. 
Resource Development: The Holocaust Educational Trust develops engaging and interactive educational resources for use by teachers and students, almost all of which are available free of charge. Our Teaching Tools website allows teachers to download lesson plans and classroom activities developed by Holocaust educational specialists, whenever they need them. We also work in partnership with other organisations to develop materials such as Introduction to the Holocaust: Footballers Remember, developed in partnership with the Football Association following the England squad’s visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau; the BAFTA-winning Recollections: Eyewitnesses Remember the Holocaust, developed in conjunction with the USC Shoah Foundation Institute; and Thinking Film, Thinking History developed in partnership with Film Education. The Trust’s latest educational project, 70 voices: Victims, Perpetrators, Bystanders explores the complexities of the Holocaust through 70 individual voices – including the victims, perpetrators, bystanders and those who rescued Jews. It has been designed as an app to give everyone the opportunity to learn something new about the Holocaust using the latest digital technology.
Teacher training: As the UK’s foremost authority in Holocaust education, the Holocaust Educational Trust delivers teacher training to trainee teachers at institutions of higher education and to practising teachers as part of their Continuing Professional Development. We partner with schools, local authorities and educational organisations to develop bespoke workshops, and each year the Trust leads several UK-based seminars bringing teachers into contact with leading Holocaust scholars. Additionally, our Teacher Study Visit series gives British teachers the opportunity to learn abroad from international experts and to consider the use of historical sites to enhance students’ understanding of the Holocaust.  We have led visits to Israel, Lithuania, France, Germany and Poland.  All teacher training courses are open to practising teachers from across the country.

About Holocaust Memorial Day
Holocaust Memorial Day was established following an MP’s visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau with the Holocaust Educational Trust. Moved by his visit, Andrew Dismore MP proposed a bill “to introduce a day to learn and remember the Holocaust” on 30 June 1999.
The Holocaust Educational Trust has been closely involved in the establishment and development of Holocaust Memorial Day since its inception in 2000. The theme for the UK Holocaust Memorial Day 2019 is ‘Torn from Home’.
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